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Preamble

Instruction at Harz University of Applied Sciences combines science with academic
education. We understand teaching to be a dynamic process that promotes both our
students' personal development as well as the imparting of knowledge and research. Direct
communication and interactive learning environments between instructors and students are
at the forefront, and we prefer to teach on our vibrant campus. We support flexible teaching
models that facilitate learning from anywhere at any time, thereby supporting our students
according to their living environment.

The policy outlined below is the result of a participative process in which both instructors and
students have been actively involved since 2022. It is based on the higher-level Policy of Harz
University of Applied Sciences and reflects our current concept of our teaching philosophy.
At the same time, it is a living document that is subject to constant development, as we are
always working to continuously improve our instruction and meet the needs of both our
students and society.

. Competence-oriented

Research at Harz University of Applied Sciences connects high scientific quality with the
imparting of applied knowledge. Interactions between our students and instructors are
shaped by respect, trust and openness, aided by personal contact and small learning groups.
We believe that instruction that is competence-oriented, current and practically relevant is
one of the key components of a holistic understanding of education. Our goal is to teach and
learn in an atmosphere that supports every stakeholder in their own personal growth, that
promotes their individual learning goals and that facilitates critical, constructive and reflective
dialogue.

. Research-based

We encourage and assist students in getting involved in research. Our instruction imparts the
necessary foundations and methods of scientific work. Current research findings underline
the topicality and relevance of the learning content. Research-based learning broadens
horizons, supports innovative thinking and optimally prepares students for the challenges of
science and the professional world.
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3. Regionally connected
The integration of practical projects and career-orientation in the degree programmes
strengthen the close connection to the regional economy, industry and municipal institutions.
Students at Harz University of Applied Sciences are given the ability and the encouragement
to directly contribute the knowledge they have acquired to local projects and to effect long-
lasting change in our region.

4. Cosmopolitan
We prepare students to face global challenges by presenting international and
transdisciplinary problems in our instruction. A culture of openness and mutual understanding
that extends beyond national borders fosters the sharing of diverse perspectives in teaching
and studies. International and intercultural dialogue is bolstered by various projects and
mobility programmes. We give students and instructors the opportunity to make international
experiences both on campus and worldwide.

5. Driven by innovation
We make use of innovative teaching methods as well as trans- and interdisciplinary
cooperation that strengthen our students' problem-solving skills. Harz University of Applied
Sciences provides room for experimentation and flexibility in trying out new ideas and
teaching formats, thereby promoting the constant advancement of instruction. Flexible
learning and teaching support individual educational biographies.

6. Performance-oriented
We support and demand responsibility and motivation, and offer technical expertise and a
wide range of support for fully realising potential. Clear learning and achievement goals give
orientation to our students. Instructors and students are constantly advancing their skills
through a mutual process of learning.

7. Responsible
One aspect of our instruction is awareness of ethical, ecological and social responsibility in
all areas of life. Mutual respect and democratic cooperation aid in the responsible conduct of
our instructors and students. By promoting equal opportunities and inclusion at our university,
we aim to create a supportive and equitable learning environment for all.
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